tomyositis.' We describe here a similar event, where spontaneous pneumomediastinum occurred in a patient with dermatomyositis and persisted for five months.
In January 1986 a 20 year old man was admitted to hospital for assessment of recent generalised muscle, weakness. Examination showed a classic periorbital heliotrope rash, violet oedematous skin lesions over the metacarpophalangeal joints, and numerous vasculitic lesions on the fingers. Proximal muscle weakness was noted and the serum creatine phosphokinase (CPK) was raised at 635 IU/I (normal 0-186 IU/l 
